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Lead water pipes? 
Information for homeowners 


Where is lead most commonly found?
Lead is present almost everywhere in nature and has been used in consumer products over the years. Today, lead is found in food, air, water, old paint, soil and dust. Lead can be taken in by the body when ingested or inhaled. Amounts taken in can vary from person to person depending on the form the lead is in and the person’s metabolism. 

Am I in danger?
There have been very few reported cases of lead poisoning in Canada. Lead exposure has been reduced over the last 40 years with the elimination of lead used in food cans, gasoline, paint, solder and lead service connections. At the concentrations of lead in the environment today, exposure to lead is of a chronic nature and takes a considerable amount of time, particularly in adults. 

Who is most at risk?
Because of the smaller mass and higher metabolism of children under six years of age (including infants and the fetuses of pregnant women), these populations are most at risk. Lead from water may account for up to 10% of the lead blood level in children, recognizing the major sources of lead are still not water related. 

How does City of Kenora water rate?
The City of Kenora's drinking water system supplies excellent water well within the Ontario Ministry of the Environment Standards.  Tested annually, the City's distribution system lead levels are very low - generally less than 1 microgram per litre. This is significantly lower than the Ministry of the Environment Standard of 10 micrograms per litre. 

Why would some households test higher for lead in their drinking water?
Some homes in Kenora, built before the mid-1950s, may have lead levels higher than Provincial Standards due to lead water pipes (water services) running from the City’s water main in the street into the home.  As water travels through the lead service pipe it can uptake trace amounts of lead and may exceed the Provincial Standard. 

How can I tell if I have a lead service connection?
Lead service connections were used in Kenora in the 1950’s. To check for yourself, locate your water meter, typically found in the basement, and look at the pipe coming up through the basement floor into the bottom of the water meter. Lead is grey, does not echo if you gently strike it, scratches easily and leaves metallic marks when you rub the scratched area against paper. 

If I have a lead service pipe, what can I do to reduce lead in my drinking water?
Always run your taps before drinking water from them. Allow the water to run until it is noticeably cooler and then continue running the water for a few minutes. Save the water you run during this process for plant watering or washing the dishes. If you flush the toilet or have a shower first thing in the morning, this will reduce the amount of time that you'll need to run the taps.

Can I have my service connection replaced?
Some homeowners may be interested in replacing their lead service pipe. Water services run across both private property and public property. The City of Kenora will replace the portion of the water service on public property for single detached residences at our expense, provided that the property owner first replaces the private portion of the service (as outlined in the City of Kenora Water By-law 168-2004, Section 6.15).

If you wish to replace your water service, any licensed plumbing contractor listed in the City of Kenora Telephone Directory should be capable of performing such work. As well, there are construction contractors who specialize in this type of work. Of course, it is always a good practice to solicit quotes from more than one source, and to ask questions regarding the different method options that may exist.

Is this a problem that is particularly affecting Kenora?
No. Virtually all municipalities in North America have used some lead for service pipes to homes constructed before the 1950s. Most water samples are taken from the distribution system, not from private residence water pipes. 

